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USEEC ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

FOR: EB/TRP - MARC WALL 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, EAGR, EPAP 

SUBJECT: COFFEE - MEETING OF THE ICO EXECUTIVE BOARD, 

JULY 26, 1977 
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REF: A-494 (DEPARTMENT ONLY) 

1 . AT THE REQUEST OF COSTA RICA, GUATEMALA, MEXICO AND 
OAMCAF, AN URGENT MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL COFFEE 
ORGANIZATION'S EXECUTIVE BOARD WAS HELD IULY 26 TO CON- 
SIDER RELEASE OF $50,000 FROM THE RESERVES OF THE SPECIAL 
FUND TO THE BUDGET OF THE SPECIAL FUND FOR 1976/77 FOR 

THE PURPOSE OF WORKING WITH EXPORTING MEMBERS TO IMPROVE 
THE OPERATION OF THE CERTIFICATE OF ORIGIN SYSTEM. AS 
PROPOSED BY THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, $40,000 WOULD BE 
USED FOR VISITS BY CONSULTANTS TO EXPORTING MEMBER 
COUNTRIES IN ORDER TO IDENTIFY AND HELP OVERCOME 
DIFFICULTIES IN THE OPERATION OF THE CERTIFICATE OF 
ORIGIN SYSTEM. THE REMAINING $10,000 WOULD BE USED FOR 
DEVELOPING COMPUTER PROGRAMS AND RELATED MATTERS. 

2. THE PROPOSAL WAS APPROVED BY THE BOARD WITH THE FRG 
RESERVING BECAUSE OF LACK OF INSTRUCTIONS AND COLOMBIA 
EXPRESSING DOUBTS ABOUT THE UTILITY OF SUCH MISSIONS BUT 
"NOT STANDING IN THE WAY OF THE PROPOSAL". GUATEMALA, 
MEXICO AND OAMCAF ALL STRONGLY SUPPORTED THE PROPOSAL, 
WHILE COSTA RICA, AS ACTING CHAIRMAN, WAS INHIBITED IN 
EXPRESSING ITS VIEWS. BRAZIL WAS SILENT. FRANCE AND 
AUSTRALIA GAVE GENERAL SUPPORT TO THE PROPOSAL, AS DID 
THE USREP WHO POINTED OUT THAT (A) THE CERTIFICATE OF 
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ORIGIN SYSTEM WAS ESSENTIAL FOR DETERMINATION OF QUOTAS 
AND THEREFORE VITAL TO THE AGREEMENT; (B ) SECRETARIAT 
VISITS TO THE U.S. IN CONNECTION WITH THE SYSTEM HAD BEEN 
VERY PRODUCTIVE; AND (C) THE PROPOSAL RECOGNIZED THAT 
PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE SUCCESSFUL OPERATION OF 
THE SYSTEM WAS SQUARELY UPON THE SHOULDERS OF EXPORTING 
MEMBERS. 

3. THE VISITS WILL TAKE PLACE IN AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER. 

BREWSTER 
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